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Synopsis

This new edition offers expanded selections from the works of Kongzi (Confucius), Mengzi
(Mencius), Zhuangzi (Chuang Tzu), and Xunzi (Hsun Tzu); two new works, the dialogues Robber
Zhi and White Horse; a concise general introduction; brief introductions to, and selective
bibliographies for, each work; and four appendices that shed light on important figures, periods,

texts, and terms in Chinese thought.
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Customer Reviews
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Norden is Professor in the Philosophy Department, and in the department of Chinese and

Japanese, at Vassar College.

| got this book as a textbook for a class that | subsequently dropped, but | decided that as long as |
had it, | might as well read it. I'm glad | did! This book is a wonderful overview of the greatest
Chinese philosophers. Each section begins with a few pages recounting what is known about each
philosopher covered and what their central beliefs are. In addition, the actual texts are heavily
footnoted with explanations of the language, pertinant cross references, and other little facts that
make the reading both more informative and more enjoyable. This is a wonderful book for anyone
who’s looking to get a decent understanding of the ’big name’ Chinese philosophers, and will help

anyone looking to show off at parties ;) Even if you're not taking a class, this is a wonderful book.



Text is vibrant and easy to read unlike some books that print on that cheapish gray paper. Sturdy
book could take the movements of a book bag without any issues. It's like a hybrid of paperback

and hardcover haha.

Amazing book. Translation is great, though not perfect.

My professor required this for my Asian Philosophy class and | love it. It's very clear, thorough, and
well written. The passages may be confusing, but that's only because many of the philosophers

spoke in riddles. Would definitely buy again!

| am enrolled in an EDX on line course and the book was recommended. It works well with the

course.

A good addition to the library of students of asian philosophy. It fills a gap in that it actually explores

the thoughts of the majorChinese philosophers.

It simple, and easy to understand. One of friend read my copy and like it very much, so | bought
second copy give to him as a gift. | would recommend this book to people who interested in

philosophy and inspiration of culture.

Nothing very unique, but the book was well organized and translated. | wished that some additional

passages from the Analects hadn’t been removed though.
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